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Let’s Recap: 

On May 31, 2016, Paramedicine practitioners, Paramedic Chiefs and Educational experts from across Canada 
and the world joined the International Round Table on Community Paramedicine (IRCP) and the Paramedic 
Chiefs of Canada (PCC) in Saskatoon, CA for there 2016 Annual Conference.


The Paramedic Chiefs of Canada Programs Committee worked hard to solidify a great speaker lineup filled 
with thought-provoking speeches and expert panels. Representatives from corporations, departments and 
non-profits alike were given the opportunity to participate. While presenting, they offered stories of their 
successes and failures throughout the previous year, launching them into conversations for quality 
improvements of the future. In conjunction with the conference, the IRCP held the 12th annual roundtable. 
Joining international counterparts in Canada with those around the world, the IRCP offered opportunities for 
engaging conversations and dialogue as it relates to Community Paramedicine.


While attending the conference, everyone had a great opportunity to explore the City of Saskatoon, Canada,  
a thriving city that has been graced by nature. The winding South Saskatchewan River divides the city into 
“east and west”. Spanning the natural waterway are beautiful bridges dotted with an ambiance of friendly 
hospitality and rich, diverse cultural experiences.
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Global Education Council: 

The inaugural Global Paramedic Higher Education Council (GPHEC) meeting was held immediately following 
the IRCP in Saskatoon, CA. From this opportunity came the desire to continue with world representation 
allowing global educational leaders to join us in driving our goals forward. We look forward to offering this 
informational newsletter, as we move the Global Paramedic Higher Education Council, Community 
Paramedicine and Paramedicine Education Career Pathway forward, as one voice, for the betterment of world 
health.


IRCP Meeting Jun 5, 2016 International Educators 

Agenda: June 5th, 2016 

9:00 AM to 9:15 - Opening Remarks – Dr. Walter Tavares / Gary Wingrove 

(this will be to present the “problem/opportunity” to target throughout the day and how)


9:15 AM - 10:00 - Professionalization Through Advancements in Education - David Bump

This discussion will review the current education process in the US while reviewing the various obstacles 
facing paramedicine degree development.  


10:00 AM - 10:15 - Break


Degree in Paramedicine: Drivers, Models, Issues, Challenges and Wins - International Roundtable


10:15 AM - 11:00 - David Page (USA) 

11:00 AM -11:45 - Rob Theriault (Canada) 

11:45 AM -12:30 - Graham Harris / Andy Sharma (UK)


12:30 PM - 1:30 - Lunch 


1:30 PM - 2:15 – Dr. Graham Munro (Australia) - continued from above 

The title of the presentation is: Issue Related to Paramedics Transitioning into Academic Roles in Universities.

 

2:15 PM - 2:30 - Break


2:30 PM - 3:30 - Globalization of Paramedicine Education - Activity and Report Back (Thoughts by Chris 
Hamper / Facilitated by Dr. Walter Tavares) 


3:30 PM - 4:15 - Pro Con Debate - Degree Entry to Practice  / Topics of the Day - David Page / Dr. Peter 
O’Meara


4:15 PM - 4:30 - Closing Remarks (Dr. Walter Tavares) 
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Meeting Summary  
In June of 2016, following the International Roundtable on Community Paramedicine, Dr. Walter Tavares and 
Gary Wingrove convened a meeting to discuss paramedic education internationally.  This meeting followed 
communication from the paramedic Association of Canada, which indicated plans to support requirements for 
a degree at the entry practice level in Canada.  We also recognized that undergraduate degrees were both 
available and an expectation for employment in other jurisdictions / internationally.  The aim of this meeting 
was to assemble interested paramedic educators and international representatives to discuss “globalization of 
paramedic education” which we loosely defined as relating to language, structure, accreditation requirements 
and any other orienting topic areas that might serve as a framework for exploring the paramedic education 
specifically at the undergraduate level in more detail in future meetings.  A copy of the agenda for the June 5th, 
2016 meeting, including speakers summary of talks, is appended to the summary.   We had a total of 27 
attendees representing regulators, clinicians, accreditors, educators and researchers from across three 
continents (North America, Australia, Europe).  


Summary of findings and next steps 

1. Education was viewed as a professionalization strategy but also as a response to advances in practice 
expectations, which at times were in conflict.  For instance, professionalization strategies were argued to be 
leading to increasing and perhaps unnecessary gaps between knowledge / abilities and practice 
expectations.  However, practice variations, which were considered locally (to better serve employers or 
eligibility for employment primarily), not nationally or internationally, were driving some of the change and 
variations. 


2. Common terms in paramedic education appears to be lacking. There was considerable variation in what 
was meant by or how the profession was conceptualized, despite efforts to promote a shared language / 
mental model of certain aspects (e.g., EMT vs. paramedic).  


3. There were numerous variations in how paramedic education was structured internationally; including 
what is vocational content and what is not.  Other examples include apprenticeship versus journeyman 
models, articulation and joint program agreements, blended degrees, bridging degrees, whether programs 
were vocationally focused, or had requirements for depth and breadth, including 1, 2, 3 and 4 year entry to 
practice program lengths, and 3 and 4 year degree program lengths as well as different academic homes 
(e.g., biology, health sciences, health studies, public health, public safety, life sciences etc.).  Practice 
variations seemed to account for some of the differences but were still sufficiently varied as to be reflective of 
other influences. For instance, variations in accreditation requirements, regulators and other government 
agency expectations (which varied considerably) also seemed to be drivers of program variation.  However, 
this variable structure did not extend to program delivery.  Most if not all programs included classroom, lab / 
simulation, in and out of hospital experiential learning. 


4. The same credential can be achieved with different educational pathways, program lengths and content.  


5. There was uncertainty over whether paramedicine education should remain as a generalist with “specialty” 
(e.g., tactical teams) training kept separate or not.  There was limited discussion regarding training for 
specialties although it was recognized that some specialty training and credentials exist with potentially even 
less consistency despite being smaller in scope.  Assuming a generalist model, there is debate in the extent to 
which this should exist and how far from a vocational focus it should reach.  
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6. Faculty credentials necessary for supporting undergraduate degree programs was identified as a threat.  
Currently there is a shortage of academics in paramedicine internationally.  

We also discussed potential priorities for the community to consider assuming there was an interest in 
aligning educational programs in paramedicine internationally to better solidify the role and/or to promote 
transferability / reciprocity. We noted the following. 


Identify and assemble a community: 

1. To establish a strategic plan on “globalization” of paramedic education.  

2. Discuss the standardization of some competencies and establish a verification process. 

3. Finalize definitions for a paramedic - including specialties.  This includes defining paramedicine in

    general and its role in healthcare, looking for where consistencies might exist.   

4. Consider what reciprocity process / requirements might be internationally to support and guide future.

5. Explore additional international exchange programs (recognizing some exist) to better understand

    cultural variations.  

6. Consider the role of “global paramedic competencies” (i.e., higher level competencies) as a starting

    place as opposed to imposing / recommending any formal structure or considering any finer details.  


These efforts assume the following: 

1.That the community can define / determine who should be involved in this effort and that there is

    “community” will to advance this agenda.  

2. That the community is able to formalize an international task force on paramedicine education. 

3. That national efforts work to establish consistency within countries.

4. That “levers” can be identified locally, nationally and internationally.  

5. A will and ability to apply a research program to support exploration of these issues.  


Attendees:  
	 Mary Ahlers	 	 Peter O’Meara	 	 	 	 

	 David Bump	 	 David Page

	 Darryl Cleveland	 Richard Patrick

	 Sally Downes	 	 Chad Prevost

	 Shelley Franchuk	 Andy Sharman

	 Chris Hamper	 	 Matthew Simpson

	 Graham Harris	 	 Ryan Sneath

	 Josephine Kershaw	 Brent Stewart

	 Tony Mallette	 	 Walter Tarvares

	 Duncan McConnell	 Carol Ulliac

	 Scott Mullin	 	 Matthew Will

	 Graham Munro	 	 Nalina Williams

	 Jordan Nixon	 	 Gary Wingrove
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Mary Ahlers, MEd, BSN, ACP, NRP, CP-C 

Mary serves as Clinical Coordinator for the University of Cincinnati Medical Center Air Care & Mobile Care and 
also as Professor for the University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati State and HennepinTechnical College. Mary is the 
founder of Paramedic Health Solutions™ and Mobile CE™. Combining thirty years of customer service, 
patient care, communications, advocacy and education with critical care transport and community 
paramedicine has allowed for the development of an education platform for all Critical Care Transport, 
Community Paramedicine, Paramedicine, Emergency Medical Services and additional health providers.


Email: mary.ahlers@uchealth.com

Website: http://www.aircareandmobilecare.com


David O. Bump, MBA, REMT-P, FP-C: 

Mr. Bump is currently the Chief Strategic Officer for the International Board of Specialty Certification. Dave 
has an obtained his undergraduate degree in Emergency Management, as well as obtaining his MBA. He has 
more than 35 years of experience in a variety of positions in both ground and air medical transport; including 
field training, program development, quality management, compliance, and education. He is an active 
American Heart Association Regional Faculty Member and a Site Surveyor for the Commission on 
Accreditation of Medical Transport Systems (CAMTS); as well as a member of the Board of Directors for the 
International Association of Flight and Critical Care Paramedics (IAFCCP).


Email: bdump@bcctpc.org

Website: bcctpc.org


Copyright © 2017 Mobile CE, Inc. All rights reserved.  !6

mailto:bdump@bcctpc.org
http://bcctpc.org


IRCP & GPHEC
2017 Newsletter

Darryl Cleveland, BS, LP 

Chief Fire Officer - Director Public & Occupational Safety Department Pennington Health Science Center - 
Truckee Meadows Community College Darryl Cleveland, 32 years of fire/EMS service including 26 years and 
current as a Paramedic, retired fire chief. 3 years full time in higher Ed at TMCC. Created our colleges first 
ever AAS degree in Prehospital Emergency Medicine and the colleges first BAS degree in Emergency 
Management/Homeland Security.


Email: dcleveland@tmcc.edu

Website: www.tmcc.edu


Sally Downes 

Email: SDownes@winnipeg.ca


Shelly Franchuk 

Email: Shelley.Franchuk@portagecollege.ca


Chris Hamper, AAS, NRP, CP-C   

Chris Hamper is a paramedic turned academic. He is an experienced prehospital provider and educator who 
is passionate about advancing emergency medical services through EMS research, high-fidelity medical 
simulation, and community based health interventions. He developed and delivered several new courses 
including the first community paramedic course in Oregon. He currently teaches in Paramedic Crew Resource 
Management, Emergency Medical Technician, and Community Paramedicine. Chris is currently working on his 
Bachelor’s of Science in Community Health Education. He is a Nationally Registered and Oregon State 
Paramedic (OHSU Alumni).  


Email: christopher.hamper@oit.edu

Website: www.oit.edu 
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Josephine Kershaw, Ph.D. 

Josephine Mendoza Kershaw, PhD, is a Fulbright Scholar and Associate Dean of Arts and Sciences at the 
Christ College of Nursing and Health Sciences. She obtained her Ph.D. in Social Sciences and Education with 
an emphasis in economics and her M.B.A. with an interdisciplinary specialization in health services policy and 
administration from Florida State University. She received subsequent training at the Harvard School of Public 
Health, Johns Hopkins University, and as a Baldrige National Quality Award Examiner. Dr. Kershaw also has 
graduate certificates in human resource development, evaluation, and gerontology.

Email: josephine.kershaw@thechristcollege.edu 

Website: www.thechristcollege.edu


Tony Mallette, BA MEd(c) ACP

My name is Tony Mallette and I am the coordinator of the paramedic program at Lambton College in Sarnia 
Ontario Canada. I practiced in the ACP role for over 20 years and have been an educator for just over ten. I 
have a strong background in accreditation, quality assurance and a recent secondment to an associate dean 
role in Health Sciences. I want to become more involved I this group and am looking forward to being invited 
to the conference next year.


Email: tony.mallette@lambtoncollege.ca 

Website: www.lambton.on.ca

Copyright © 2017 Mobile CE, Inc. All rights reserved.  !8

mailto:josephine.kershaw@thechristcollege.edu
mailto:tony.mallette@lambtoncollege.ca
mailto:te@lambtoncollege.ca


IRCP & GPHEC
2017 Newsletter

Duncan McConnell, Program Director

Mr. McConnell has over 20 Years as a paramedic in metro, rural, commercial and military areas. Experience 
includes education, clinician and managerial roles. Research interests include simulation and community CPR 
impact on survivability. I currently work full time as the Paramedicine Program Director for Griffith University, 
School of Medicine, on the Gold Coast, Queensland, Australia and work casually/ part time as an Advanced 
Care Paramedic in Queensland Ambulance Service.


Email: duncan.mcconnell@griffith.edu.au 

Website: www.griffith.edu.au

Scott Mullin, EMT-P BHSc-P

Scott is the coordinator of the Bachelor of Applied Health Science Paramedic degree at Medicine Hat College. 
The program has been in existence since 2001 and provides students the opportunity to complete a seamless 
transition through all scopes of practice from EMR through to ACP. Although students can exit with an ACP 
diploma there is a fourth year that students can complete to receive credential for the applied degree. A post 
diploma entry point for existing paramedics provides a degree opportunity for active and working paramedics. 
The program is the first of its kind in Canada and is accredited through the Canadian Medical Association. I 
have been in healthcare for 21 years, have been teaching for the last 10 years at Medicine Hat College, 
completed my undergraduate degree in health sciences and masters of medical simulation through the 
National University of Ireland.


Email: smulin@mhc.ab.ca 

Website: www.mhc.ab.ca
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Jordan Nixon

Jordan Nixon is a research student at the Centre for Rural and Northern Health Research (CRaNHR) and 
Centre for Research in Occupational Safety and Health (CROSH) at Laurentian University in Sudbury, ON


Email: JB_Nixon@laurentian.ca

Website: laurentian.ca


Peter O’Meara, PhD

Prof. Peter O’Meara is an internationally recognized expert on paramedicine models of care and education. 
He was one of the first paramedics in the world to complete doctoral qualification researching paramedicine. 
He is the inaugural Chair of Rural and Regional Paramedicine in the LaTrobe Rural Health School, Bendigo 
with overall responsibility for the development of the paramedicine program. Professor O’Meara’s research 
has focused on the delivery of paramedic services in rural settings and the development of paramedic 
extended scope-of-practice roles. He has published one book, nine book chapters, 59 peer-reviewed papers 
and 13 other publications. As of March 2016, his Google Scholar h-index was 15, i10-index 25; and Scopus 
h-index 9. Prof. O’Meara’s work has been sustained around two major domains. The first is models of 
paramedic care and has been built over almost 20 years of sustained research and publication. A specific 
focus in recent years has been in the evolution of community paramedicine, while he has also undertaken 
research projects related to volunteer ambulance systems. The second domain is in the field of paramedic 
education, with a focus on field and clinical placements, including work on the use of simulated learning 
technologies. In essence, this is a field of study that examines and contributes toward the emergence of 
paramedicine as a health profession in Australia and other parts of the world. An indicator of Prof. O’Meara’s 
international recognition is his recent invitation to contribute to the Irish Pre Hospital Emergency Care Council 
position paper examining the future of paramedicine in Ireland. Since 2015, he has been a member of the 
Member of the Paramedic Association of Canada Community Paramedicine Working Committee that is part of 
a larger project that aspires to change the face of paramedicine in Canada.


Email: P.OMeara@latrobe.edu.au

Website: www.latrobe.edu.au
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Chad Provost

Chad Provost is a research student at the Centre for Rural and Northern Health Research (CRaNHR) at 
Laurentian University in Sudbury, ON


Email: crprevost@laurentian.ca

Website: www.cranhr.ca


Andy Sharman, PA19041, PPEd, PGCert, MCPara.

Andy began his career with the Ambulance Service in September 1999 working as an Ambulance Care 
Assistant and qualified as a Paramedic in January 2006. He holds an Undergraduate Diploma in Health Care 
Practice from St Georges University of London. Working as a Specialist Paramedic in Urgent and Emergency 
Care with South East Coast Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust, he completed a mentorship module at 
the University of Surrey to become a practice placement educator and subsequently obtained a Post 
Graduate Certificate in Healthcare Leadership. Passionate about professionalism and development of the 
paramedic profession, Andy has been heavily involved with the College of Paramedics, serving as an alternate 
member on the Council, chair of the pilot South East Coast Regional Group and appointment as the Director 
of Membership Services. As a full time secondment to the College of Paramedics with an honorary contract to 
NHS England’s Allied Health Professions Medicine Project, he served as the Paramedic Prescribing Project 
Officer. In February 2016 he began a new seconded role within Health Education England (HEE) as the first 
Allied Health Professions (AHP) Clinical Fellow. He lives in Haslemere, Surrey, UK and is blessed with a very 
understanding wife and two sons aged 15 and 12.


Email: andy.sharman@collegeofparamedics.co.uk 

Website: www.collegeofparamedics.co.uk


Ryan Sneath, RN, ACP 

I have worked as an Advanced Care Paramedic for the Winnipeg Fire Paramedic Service for past 16 years, 
and completed my Baccalaureate Degree in Nursing in 2006.  I currently work as the Winnipeg Fire Paramedic 
Service - Winnipeg Regional Health Authority Liaison Officer, and the Director of Community Paramedic 
Programs.


Email: ryansneath@winnipeg.ca
Website: www.winnipeg.ca/fps  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Mathew Simpson

Matthew Simpson is an operational Paramedic Specialist - Extended and Intensive Care in rural NSW. 
Matthew is a National Director on the Paramedics Australasia Board, sessional university lecturer and involved 
with literature reviewing for various organizations. Matthew is currently undertaking a Higher Degree by 
Research through Queensland University of Technology.


Email: emtsa@bigpond.net.au 

Website: www.qut.edu.au

Brent Stewart - Program Head 

Brent Stewart is the Program Head for the Paramedic Programs at Saskatchewan Polytechnic. He has been 
with Saskatchewan Polytechnic for 20 years. During his 25 year career in EMS, Brent has worked as a road 
ambulance paramedic, flight medic with Air Ambulance, emergency room paramedic at the Royal University 
hospital, and a volunteer firefighter. Bent holds a Bachelor’s degree in Commerce, certificate in Leadership 
and Development, Advanced Care Paramedic diploma, and numerous instructor certifications.

Brent currently serves on the Canadian Medical Association committee on program accreditation and has 
been recently appointed to the Canadian Standards Association technical committee responsible for

developing a national standard for Community Paramedicine Program planning. He also served as the 
President of the Saskatchewan College of Paramedics from 2007 to 2012.


Email: brenat.stewart@saskpolytech.ca 

Website:  saskpolytech.ca/
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Walter Tarvares

Advanced Care Paramedic and Scientist with York Region Paramedic Services.

Education Scientist and Assistant Professor with McMaster University, Department of Medicine, Division of 
Emergency Medicine and Program for Education Research and Development

Coordinator of Paramedic Programs and Research at Centennial College and University of Toronto

Research Chair, Paramedic Association of Canada 


Email: wtavar@gmail.com





Mathew Will, MBA, NRP 

Matt Will, MBA, NRP has been the Director of Support Services for Gold Cross/Mayo Clinic Medical Transport 
for the past 11 years. In this role Matt is responsible for the systems and processes –necessary to assure 450 
employees in fourteen different cities have the resources and education they need to respond to nearly 80,000 
requests for service each year. Prior to that, over a 14 year period, Matt served as an Advanced Care 
Paramedic and Supervisor for Gold Cross. Matt has a Bachelor of Arts in Organizational Management and 
Communication from Concordia University in Saint Paul, MN and a Master of Business Administration (MBA) 
from Bethel University in Saint Paul, MN. Matt started his EMS career as a volunteer with Valley Ambulance 
and Rescue Service in Grafton, ND at age 17.


Email: will.mathew@mayo.edu

Website: www.mayoclinic.org


Rob Theriault BHc., RCT(Adv.), CCP(F)

Professor, Primary & Advanced Care Paramedic Programs

Georgian College, Barrie Ontario


Email: rob.theriault@georgiancollege.ca

Website: www.georgiancollege.ca
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Carol Ulliac, RN, BScN

I graduated in 1976 as a registered nurse and have a diverse background of nursing practice, management 
and educator experience, with over 30 years of that in rural or remote and emergency settings. I am 
experienced with the approval of registered nursing education programs where BETP was a requirement, 
program curriculum and course development for Licensed Practice Nursing entry to practice programs, as 
well as EMR, EMT and EMTP (Paramedicine Programs) program approval and accreditation. I am currently the 
Dean of Health and Wellness Programs at Portage College in Lac La Biche, Alberta.


Email: carol.ulliac@portagecollege.ca

Website: http://www.portagecollege.ca


Gary Wingrove 

Gary is the Director of Strategic Affairs for Mayo Clinic Medical Transport in Minnesota and he is President of 
The Paramedic Foundation. Gary chairs the International Roundtable on Community Paramedicine and is a 
former Minnesota state EMS director. He serves on Community Paramedicine committees of the National 
Association of EMS Physicians, the National Association of EMTs and the National Association of State EMS 
Officials.


Email: wingrove.gary@mayo.edu 

Website:  www.mayoclinic.org
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Next GPHEC Meeting 

Solihull West Midlands, UK 
May 11, 2017
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